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Eureka History
Founded in 1985 by prominent European political 
figures, Eureka is one of the longest running 
organisations dedicated to funding international R&D 
projects.​

Eureka was established with the Paris Declaration on 
17 July 1985, and its principles are based on the 
Hannover Declaration, signed by ministers on 6 
November 1985. ​

Founding 18 countries in 1985 were Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, 
Italy, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye, United Kingdom 
and the European Union. ​
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The Eureka network: from 18 countries in 1985 
to 47 today – plus the European Commission



Eureka 
Global Cooperation

since 2020



Building bridges for global 
challenges:

Impactful instruments

Embrace the globe

Building a green and digital future

Sustainability of Eureka

Upcoming meetings:
Ankara 21-23 November 2023

Izmir 12-14 April 2024

Istanbul June 2024 with the Eureka 
Global Innovation Summit

Turkish Chair
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Since 1985:

+49 billion euro

+7000 groundbreaking projects in ICT,  
healthcare, transport, environment, 
energy, biotech and agrofood…

of public-private 
investment mobilised

= Jobs created

Economies boosted

More competitive industries

Enriching lives locally and globally

=
=
=



Benefits
Access new markets

Long-term business 

relationships

Knowledge transfer

Revenue growth



Who is 
Eureka for?

Startups and SMEs 59%
Large companies 13%
Universities 15%
Research organisations 11%
Other 2%



Our programmes

Eurostars innovative SMEs aim higher (two calls for projects per year)

Innowwide supports research and business ventures in new markets
(one call for projects per year)

                                                                                                                          

Investment readiness driving companies towards private investment

Clusters thematic industry-led communities (at least one call for projects 
per Cluster per year and possibly joint calls for projects)

                                                                                                                          

Network projects flexibility for international partners 
(roughly 20 calls for projects per year)

Globalstars flexibility for international partners in non-Eureka countries
(one or two calls for projects per year)

                                                                                                                          



Each year, across Eureka’s programmes…

90 31 210 9 70

91 229 313 7 4

Network projects Clusters Eurostars Globalstars

644 million euro of 
public-private investment

410 projects approved 
and funded 

Average number of projects per year:

Public-private investment per year, in millions of euros:

Project figures

Innowwide



Project characteristics

Project characteristics: 
A civilian purpose – never military 

International collaboration between organisations based in Eureka countries

R&D of a new product, process or service

Market-oriented, where participating organisations decide the focus of their research
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Eureka supports companies across all stages of development - focus on higher TRL 
levels

Top five technological fields
Electronics, IT and telecommunications 28%
Biological sciences/technologies 28%
Industrial manufacturing, materials and transport 18%
Energy technologies 7%
Environment technologies 5%

Project characteristics



37
Participating 

countries

1B€
Almost one billion 
euro of dedicated 

funding

EU
European 

Partnership on 
Innovative SMEs

29%
29% of 

applications 
receive funding

Eurostars spotlights innovative SMEs as the main project partners.

Introducing Eurostars


