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SMEs call for reinforced cooperation to avoid
Eurocodes-EOTA conflicting requirements

Brussels, 3 May 2022 — Small Business Standards (SBS) just published a position paper fo raise
awareness on the discrepancies between the European Assessment Documents (EADS) and the
Eurocodes design requirements and propose solutions to clear up the confusion these

inconsistencies generate for construction SMEs.

SBS published a position paper showeasing the complications arising from conflicts between several

European Assessment Documents (EADs) developed within the European Organisafion for Technical
Assessment (EOTA) and Eurocodes design requirements developed by CEN. The paper is contributing to
the undergoing discussions for a review of the Construcion Products Regulation (CPR) which aims to
regulate all the construction products that are placed in the EU market by providing a common technical

language to assess their performance.

Generally, performanc is assessed based on harmonised standards. European Assessment Documents.
are developed as an altemative for some construction products that are not covered by a harmonised
standard to provide information on their performance assessment and draw up a declaration of performanee.
Eurocodss are the European reference design codes developed by GEN that provide common structural
rules for the design of buildings. Eurocodes, even if they are not included in the CPR, are generally

accepled by the Member Siates as 2 presumption of conformity with ihe CPR basic requirements.

During the revision of Eurocodes, SBS expers highlighted some cases where the design information
included in EADS conflicts with the Eurocodes. These inconsistencies undermine the use of Eurccodes as.
reference design codes and their international promotion. Furthermors, experts showcase insufficient
cooperation between EOTA and CEN at the drafting stage. While the overfaps can be reported, the curent

conditions do not allow f

their timedy resolution

Such contradictory requirements create confusion for the construction sector SMEs. With the paper, SBS

tialing a dialogue with the European Commission fo define sirict rules in order o avoid exi

and fulure conflicts in this regard. The paper proposes some preventive mechanisms thal could provide

solutions, establishing a reinforced cooperation betwsen CEN and EOTA.
The position paper is available via the following link.
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EDITORS’ NOTES: Small Business Standards (SBS) is the associafion representing European SMES in
‘standardisalion. SBS is co-financed by the European Commission and EFTA. lis 21 members are national
and European sectoral and infer-professional associations representing SMES in 32 European countri

formation: Maitane Ofabarria Uzquiano, Secretary General, m.olabarria@sbs-sme.eu
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