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Digital transformation and resource efficiency among
top priority topics for SMEs in standardisation

Brussels, 10 January 2022 — According to a study carried out by Small Business Standards (SBS),
topics related to digital transformation, such as Artificial Intelligence (Al), Building Information

Modelling (BIM) or cybersecurity, and to sustainability, such as ecodesign and resource efficiency,

are among the top ten priority topics of standardisation for European SMES.

SBS just published the resulls of a study conducled by Knowence on its behalf to identify priority
standardisation sectors and tapics of relevance to European SMEs. Considering the variety of sectors in
‘which SMES are involved and the increasing number of European and infemational standards developed or

revised each year, it is essential to idenify the core sirategic fopics for SME. The results will allow SBS to

focus its activities, which aim at r

ing SMES' awareness about standards and their participation in

standardisation at the European and intemational levels, in the next years.

The criteria used fo rank SMES’ priority areas included faclors such as whether standards are being used to
support EU poiicies and legisiation, the relevance of the sector and lopic in view of the presence of SMES,
the added value and employment generated by SMES or the relevance in relation to the 14 recovery

ecosystems identified by the European Commission

The top five priarity sectors identified by the study ars construction (and the mining and metal industries
used for construction products), mechanical and machinery, ICT, transpart and textiles and fashion. At the.
1op of the priority topics list feature digital transformation, BIM, Al cybersecurity, smart houses and

domatics, along wilh ecodesign and resource efficiency.

Another conclusion of the study is that some horizontal standardisation activifies may produce ‘collateral
‘damage’ for SMES in ceriain seclors if not properly follovied-up. It therefore advises SBS lo pursue its efforts
in following horizontal standardisation activities related to management systems standards, accessibilty,

circular or data-

The study confirms the important role of SBS and other industry assaciations in representing SMES
interests in standardisation, especially at the European and intemational levels. Neveriheless, SMES are still
considered 1o be underrepresented. SES currently counts more than 60 experts participating in Technical
Gommittees. at the Europsan (GEN. GENELEG, ETS) and international (SO, IEC) levels and fallows.
approximately 500 work items. The results. of the analysis show that SBS’ current funding would have
o more than double to be able to cover the additional top priority sectors and the European
Commission standardisation requests issued fo develop standards in support of EU policies and

legislation

The siudy can be found via ihe following link.
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EDITORS’ NOTES: Small Business Standards (SBS) is the associafion representing European SMEs in

ndardisalion. SBS is co-financed by the European Commission and EFTA. lis 21 members are nafional
and European sectoral and infer-professional associations representing SMES in 32 European countries.

Further information: Maitane Olabarria Uzquiano, Director, m.olabamia@sbs-sme-eu
Press contact: Tessa Delville, Communication Officer, +32 (0)2 285 07 04, pressofice@sbs-sme.eu
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