Subscribe

Past Issues

View this email in your brows:

The association supporting European
SMEs in standardisation

SBS PRESS RELEASE

Brussels, 10 September 2021

Artificial Intelligence Act: A harmonised approach to
support SMEs, encourage SME participation in
standardisation and promote innovation

Brussels, 10 September 2021 — Small Business Standards (SBS), the association representing
European small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in standardisation, welcomes the European
Commission's initiative to drive forward Artificial Intelligence (Al) as one of the main pillars for

digital While SB welcomes a approach to regulating Al in the

EU and recognises the importance of ethical Al for both for EU citizens and businesses, it believes

that the proposal, in its current form, is likely to hamper innovation and overburden SMEs.

Late August, SBS published a pasition paper detailing its response o the European Commission’s iniiative

on Ariificial intelligence — ethical and legal about the impact of the Al Act on SMEs, especially

in tenms of costs, feehnical issues, qualily assurance and ceriificalion, and the impact on innovation.

SBS identifies possible solutions 1o the weaknesses shawn in the present proposal of the Commission
SMES forming the backbone of Eurcpe's economy, SES believes that standards should be vritlen with the.
active participation of smaller businesses and that the “one-size-fits-all” approach, often adopted by
research organisations, large companies, and legal and ethical experts, shouid be avaided. Moreover, the.
standards referred 1o in order ta comply with the regulation should be made available free of charge. SES.
calls on the European Gommission to reconsider the high costs and complexity of standardisation and
certfication schemes that SMES would encounter under the current proposal, which is likely to push SMEs.

out of the market

The inability of SMES to cope with the required large sums of investment in Al would resullin SMES' inability
1o compete in a highly competifive market leaving Europe behind in technology development and losing its
position in the global competiion. This would be inconsistent vilh the purpose of the Act which is to support

athriving and innovative Al ecosystem in Europe

Read the full position paper here.
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EDITORS’ NOTES: Small Business Standards (SBS) is the associafion representing European SMES in

ndardisation. SBS is co-financed by the European Gommission and EFTA. lts 21 members are national
and European sectoral and infer-professional associations representing SMEs in 32 European counlries.

Further information: Maitane Olabarria Uzquiano, Direclor, m.olabamia@sbs-sme-eu
Press contact: Tessa Delville, Communication Officer, +32 (0)2 285 07 04, pressoffice@sbs-sme.eu
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